Classics

Hildrop, John. Free Thoughts upon the Brute Creation. London, 1742.

An “examination” of Father Bougeant’s ‘Philosophical Amusement upon the Language of Beasts'’ (1740), in which it is ironically contended that the souls of animals are imprisoned devils, is an argument in favour of animal immortality, in the form of two letters addressed to a lady.

Primatt, Humphry. A Dissertation on the Duty of Mercy and Sin of Cruelty to Brute Animals. London, 1776.

The bulk of the book is occupied with references to scriptural texts on the duty of humaneness, and applying to the animal question the precept of doing to others as we would be done unto.

Jenyns, Soame. ‘Cruelty to Inferior Animals’. In Disquisitions on Several Subjects, 1782, chapter 2.

Oswald, John. The Cry of Nature, or An Appeal to Mercy and Justice on behalf of tie Persecuted Animals. 1791.

The main object of the book is to advocate the discontinuance of flesh-eating.

Lawrence, John. A Philosophical Treatise on Horses, and on the Moral Duties of Man towards the Brute Creation. Two vols. London, 1796— 1798.

Nicholson, George. On the Conduct of Man to Inferior Animals. Manchester, 1797.

Mostly a compilation of passages illustrative of man’s cruelty to nonhuman animals.

Young, Thomas. An Essay on Humanity to Animals. London, 1798.

The book opens with a general essay on humanity and cruelty, and contains chapters on sport, the treatment of horses, cruelties connected with the table, and more. 

Gompertz, Lewis. Moral Inquiries on the Situation of Man and of Brutes. London, 1824. 

One of the first carefully argued proposals for a radically different attitude to animals, with a discussion of the effect this would have on our lives. 
Gompertz, Lewis. Fragments in Defence of Animals. 1852.

A collection of articles contributed to the journal Animals’ Friend.

Forster, T. Philozoia, or Moral Reflections on the Actual Condition of the Animal Kingdom, and the Means of Improving the Same. Brussels, 1839.

A treatise on the use of animals in sport, diet, and medical experimentation.

Youatt, W. The Obligation and Extent of Humanity to Brutes, Principally Considered with Reference to Domesticated Animals. London, 1839. 

The book contains chapters on the usefulness and good qualities of nonhuman animals, the application of the principle of humanity, the dissection of living animals, the study of natural history, etc.
Fletcher, Ralph. A Few Notes on Cruelty to Animals. London, 1846.

This treatise deals with various forms of cruelty to the domestic animals. 

Helps, Sir Arthur. Some Talk about Animals and their Masters. London, 1873.

This pleasant and popular little book contains many good remarks about animals. But there is no attempt in it to advance any distinct or consistent view of the question.

Wood, J. G. Man and Beast, Here and Hereafter. London, 1874.

A plea for animal immortality, by a well-known naturalist. His plan is threefold. First, to show that the Bible does not deny a future life to animals. Secondly, to prove by anecdotes, “that the lower animals share with man the attributes of Reason, Language, Memory, a sense of moral responsibility, Unselfishness, and Love, all of which belong to the spirit and not to the body.” Thirdly, to conclude that, as man expects to retain these qualities after death, the presumption is in favour of the animals also retaining them.

Nicholson, Edward Byron. The Rights of an Animal, a New Essay in Ethics. London, 1879.

A plea for animals’ rights providing much information on the animal question in general. It contains a reprint of part of John Lawrence's chapter on ‘The Rights of Beasts,’ with a memoir of the author.

Macaulay, J. A Plea for Mercy to Animals. London, 1881.

The author directs his argument, on religious grounds, against vivisection and the deliberate ill-usage of animals; but does not advocate any distinct theory of rights.

Williams, Howard. The Ethics of Diet, a Catena of Authorities Deprecatory of the Habit of Flesh-eating. London and Manchester, 1883.

One of the most scholarly and exhaustive books of the period. Though written primarily from a vegetarian standpoint, it contains a vast amount of general information on the various phases of the animal question. 

Austin, J. B. ‘Indirect Duties of Man towards Animals’. In The Duties and the Rights of Man. 1887, book v.

The author deals with the While not allowing more than “instinct” to animals, and asserting that “in the whole of the animal kingdom there is not a single specimen possessing even a spark of reason,” he advocates humaneness on the ground that animals are “sensitive beings.” By cultivating the faculty of sympathy, and by considering that sensibility to pain is common to both men and animals, we soon perceive that to inflict needless and unjust pain upon the latter, is to sin against one’s own nature, and therefore to commit a crime.

Salt, Henry. Animals’ Rights: Considered in Relation to Social Progress. 1892.

Williams, Howard. The Ethics of Diet. London, 1896.

A compilation of extracts from writers advocating vegetarianism, from the ancient Greeks to the nineteenth century.

Hall Ingham, John. The Law of Animals: A Treatise on Property in Animals, Wild and Domestic and the Righs and Responsibilities Arising Therefrom. 1900.

An early discussion concerning the legal status of animals.

Activism (chronicles, guides, handbooks, pamphlets)

Hollands, Clive. Compassion is the Bugler. Edinburgh: MacDonald, 1981.

An account of the campaign to make animal welfare a political issue, by a central participant. 

Paterson, David and Ryder, Richard (eds.) Animals' Rights: A Symposium. Fontwell: Sussex, Centaur Press, 1979.

The proceedings of a symposium with activists and philosophers contributing. 

Singer, P. Ethics Into Action: Herny Spira and the Animal Rights Movement. 

A lively biography of arguably the most important contemporary animal rights activist.

Animal Rights and Other Movements (environmentalism, feminism, anticapitalism)

Benton, Ted. Natural Relations: Ecology, Animal Rights and Social Justice. 1993.

Explores the moral status of animals as part of an overall discussion of social justice and a critique of capitalism.

Donovan, Josephine & Adams, Carol J. (eds.) Beyond Animal Rights: A Feminist Caring Ethics for the Treatment of Animals. 1996.

Argues that theories involving rights or utility are hierarchical and patriarchal and that the human-animal relationship should be informed by an ethic of care.

Mason, Jim. An Unnatural Order: Uncovering the Roots of Our Domination of Nature and Each Other. 1993.

Explores the moral status of animals as part of an overall discussion of social justice and a critique of capitalism.

Nibert, David. Animal Rights/Human Rights: Entanglements of Oppression and Liberation. 2002.

Explores the moral status of animals as part of an overall discussion of social justice and a critique of capitalism.

Noske, Barbara. Beyond Boundaries: Humans and Animals.

Explores the moral status of animals as part of an overall discussion of social justice and a critique of capitalism.

Clothing (furs & leather)

Diet (nutrition)

Akers, Keith. A Vegetarian Sourcebook. New York: Putnam, 1983.

The most comprehensive collection of up-to-date scientific information on the vegetarian diet. 

Giehl, Dudley. Vegetarianism, a Way of Life. New York: Harper & Row, 1979.

A discussion of many aspects of vegetarianism. 

Melina, Vesanto. Becoming Vegetarian: The Complete Guide to Adopting a Healthy Vegetarian Diet, John Wiley & Sons, 2003.

Messina, Mark and Virginia. The Vegetarian Way. Three Rivers Press, 1996.

Moran, Victoria. Compassion the Ultimate Ethic: An Exploration of Veganism. American Vegetarian Society, 1997.

Myers, Norman. The Sinking Ark. New York: Pergamon Press.

Another account of what we are doing to other species. 

Wynne-Tyson, John. Food for a Future. London: Sphere, 1976.

An argument for vegetarianism on humane and ecological grounds.

Entertainment (circuses, rodeos, zoos)

Batten, Peter. Living Trophies. New York: Crowell, 1976.

A critical look at zoos and what they do to animals. 

Environment (wildlife)

Amory, Cleveland. Man Kind! New York: Harper & Row, 1974.

This book is worth reading for its account of what humans have done to wild animals.

Day, David. The Doomsday Book of Animals. New York: Viking Press, 1980.

How we are driving numerous species to extinction. 

Ehrlich, Paul and Anne. Extinction. New York: Random House, 1981.

Two ecologists look at the problem of extinction.
Regenstein, Lewis. The Politics of Extinction: The Shocking Story of the World's Endangered Wildlife. New York, Macmillan, 1975.

Looks at the political difficulties in the way of preserving wildlife.

Experimentation (laboratory, testing, vivisection)

French, Richard D. Antivivisection and Medical Science in Victorian Society. 1975.

Langley, Gill (ed.) Animal Experimentation: The Consensus Changes. 1989.

Lansbury, Coral. The Old Brown Dog: Women, Workers, and Vivisection in Edwardian England. 1985.

Rollin, Bernard. Animal Rights and Human Morality. Buffalo, NY, Prometheus Books, 1981.

A philosophical assessment, paying particular attention to the issue of animal experimentation.

Rowan, Andrew. Of Mice, Models and Men: A Critical Evaluation of Animal Research. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1984.

An up-to-date examination by a scientist.

Rupke, Nicholas A. Vivisection in Historical Perspective. 1987.

Ryder, Richard. Victims of Science: The Use of Animals in Research. 2nd edition 1975.

Still the best overall account of animal experimentation.

Smyth, D. H. Alternatives to Animal Experiments. London: Scolar Press, 1978.

Although written by a former president of the Research Defence Society, this book acknowledges the scope for developing alternatives.

Sperlinger, David (ed.) Animals in Research: New Perspectives in Animal Experimentation. Chichester and New York: John Wiley, 1981.

A useful collection for those with a serious interest in the topic.

Farming (animal production, factory farming, agribusiness)

Agriculture Committee, House of Commons, Animal Welfare in Poultry, Pig and Veal Calf Production, London, HMSO, 1981. An authoritative government report which comes out firmly against many current practices.

Boas, Max and Chain, Steve, Big Mac: The Unauthorized Story of McDonald's, New York, New American Library, 1976. Every McDonald's customer should read this book. 

Brambell, F. W. R. (Chairman), Report of the Technical Committee to Enquire into the Welfare of Animals kept under Intensive Livestock Husbandry Systems, London, HMSO, 1965. The report of the first detailed government inquiry into factory farming.

Bryant, John. Fettered Kingdoms, Chard, Somerset, J. M. Bryant Feme House, no date. A slim but powerful discussion of our abuse of animals. Gold, Mark, Assault and Battery, London, Pluto Press, 1983. An examination of factory farming.

Fox, Michael Allen. Deep Vegetarianism. 1999.

Harrison, Ruth. Animal Machines, London, Vincent Stuart, 1964. The book that started the campaign against factory farming. 

Lappe, Francis Moore. Diet for a Small Planet, New York, Ballantine, 1971. This book argues on ecological grounds against meat production. 

Mason, Jim & Singer, Peter. Animal Factories, New York, Crown, 1980.

The health, ecological and animal welfare implications of factory farming, with an outstanding collection of photographs. 

Swanson, Wayne and Schultz, George. Prime Rip, Englewood Cliffs, NJ, Prentice-Hall, 1982. An expose of the American meat industry.

Journals

Animal Law. [years] Published by The Animal Legal Defense Fund and the students at Lewis and Clark, Northwestern School of Law.

Across the Species.

Cahiers antispecistes.

Etica e animali.

Historical
Finsen, Lawrence & Finsen, Susan. The Animal Rights Movement in America: From Compassion to Respect. 1994.

Discusses the animal protection movement.

Ryder, Richard D. Animal Revolution: Changing Attitudes Toward Speciesism. Rev. ed. 2000.

Discusses the historical development of the movement in both countries.

Sorabji, Richard. Animal Minds and Human Morals: The Origins of the Western Debate. 1993.

An excellent discussion of the Western philosophical tradition as it concerns animals.

Sperling, Susan. Animal Liberators: Research and Mnorality. 1988.

Focuses on the American antivivisection movement.

Thomas, Keith. Man and the Natural World, London, Allen Lane, 1983.

An historian's account of the development of attitudes to animals in Britain.

Turner, E. S. All Heaven in a Rage. London: Michael Joseph, 1964.

A history of the fight in Britain against cruelty to animals, which manages to be both informative and entertaining.

Introductions

Gruen, Lori & Singer, Peter. Animal Liberation: A Graphic Guide. London: Camden, 1987.

DeGrazia, David. Animal Rights. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002.

Francione, Gary. Introduction to Animal Rights: Your Child or the Dog? Temple University Press, 2000.

Argues that all sentient animals ought to be accorded the basic right of not to be treated as property.

Regan, Tom. The Case for Animal Rights. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984.

Argues that animals who possess preference autonomy have moral rights and that their interests may not be sacrificed for consequential reasons.

Singer, Peter. Animal Liberation. New York: Avon, 2nd ed. 1990.

Argues that the interests of all sentient nonhuman animals deserve equal consideration.

Law (legal issues)

Cavalieri, Paola and Singer, Peter. The Great Ape Project: Equality Beyond Humanity.

Maintains that cognitive and genetic similarities to humans justify extending legal protection to the great apes.

Favre, David S. & Loring, Murray. Animal Law. 1983.

Describes the various consequences of animal ownershi, but apart from describing types of anticruelty laws, the authors do not discuss the jurisprudential issues raised by the legal status of animals as property.

Francione, Gary. Animals, Property, and The Law. 1995.

Argues that the status of animals as property precludes their having respect-based rights and ensures that there will never be a meaningful balance of human and animal interests as is supposedly required by animal welfare laws.

Garner, Robert. Animals, Politics and Morality. 1993.

A defense of animal welfare laws.

Hall, Lee & Waters, Anthony Jon. ‘From Property to Person: The Case of Evely Hart’. Srton Hall Constitutional Law Journal, no. 11 (2000), pp. 1-[].

Argues that the cognitive attributes of the great apes are sufficient for legal personhood, but that sentience is the only characteristic that should be regarded as morally necessary.

Radford, Mike. Animal Welfare Law in Britain: Regulation and Responsibility. 2001.

A defense of animal welfare laws.

Stone, Christopher D. ‘Should Trees Have Standing? – Toward Legal Rights for Natural Objects’ South California Law Review, no. 45 (1972), pp. 450-[].

Argues that animals and the environment may coherently be regarded as possessing legal rights.

Wise, Steven M. Drawing the Line: Science and the Case for Animal Rights. 2002.

Argues that animals that are cognitively similar to humans should be accorded legal rights.

Wise, Steven M. Rattling the Cage: Toward Legal Rights for Animals. Perseus, 2001.
Argues that animals that are cognitively similar to humans should be accorded legal rights.

Multi-issue / cross-perspective / reference

Bekoff, Marc & Meaney, Carron A. (eds.) Encyclopedia of Animal Rights and Animal Welfare. 1998.

Clarke, Paul A. B. & Linzey, Andrew (eds.) Political Theory and Animal Rights. 1990.

Godlovitch, Stanley, Godlovitch, Roslind & Harris, John (eds.) Animals, Men and Morals. London: Gollancz, 1971.

A path-breaking collection of articles. 

Magel, Charles. A Bibliography on Animal Rights and Related Matters, Washington, DC, University Press of America, 1981. 

A comprehensive bibliography, with lists of organizations as well. 

Regan, Tom & Singer, Peter (eds.) Animal Rights and Human Obligations, Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1976.

An anthology of writings, from both sides of the issue.

Sunstein, Cass R. & Nussbaum, Martha C. (eds.) Animal Rights: Current Debates and New Directions. New York: Oxford University Press, 2004.

Singer, P (ed.) In Defense of Animals, New York, Basil Blackwell, 1985.

Walters, Kerry S. & Portmess, Lisa (eds.) Ethical Vegetarianism: From Pythagoras to Peter Singer. New York: State University of New York Press, 1998.

Philosophical foundations (meta-ethics, normative ethics)

Clark, Stephen. The Moral Status of Animals. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1977.

Argues that traditional liberal principles prohibiting unnecessary suffering are sufficient to conclude that much of current animal use is not morally justifiable.

Midgley, Mary. Animals and Why They Matter. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1984.

Argues that an emphasis on justice, equal consideration, rights, or utility result in an oversimplification of moral issues, including those involving animals. Midgley challenges the notion that animal interests are morally unimportant, but she maintains that a preference for our own species is acceptable under some circumstances.

Miller, Harlan and Williams, William (eds.) Ethics and Animals. New Jersey: Humana Press, 1983.

A collection of essays by philosophers, scientists and agriculturalists. 

Nussbaum, Martha C. ‘Animal Rights: The Need for a Theoretical Basis’. Harvard Law Review, no. 114 (2001), pp. 1506-[].

Argues that our theories about animals are hopelessly deficient in various respects and a theoretical basis remains to be provided.

Pearce, D. The Hedonistic Imperative. www.hedweb.com.

A radical proposal advocating the use of genetic engineering and nanotechnology to abolish suffering throughout the living world.

Pluhar, Evelyn B. Beyond Prejudice: The Moral Significance of Human and Nonhuman Animals. 1995.

Argues that moral rights protect all sentient creatures, but does not advocate the eventual demise of all practices involving domesticated animals.

Regan, Tom. All that Dwell Therein. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1982.

A collection of Regan's essays on animal rights.
Sapontzis, S. F. Morals, Reason, and Animals. 1987.

Criticizes the reliance on abstract moral norms and characterizes ethics as an activity that is grounded in cultural traditions that are neither exclusively rights based nor utilitarian, but that are capable of development within a tradition. Although the Western tradition has usually discounted animal interests, certain elements of that tradition, such as the development of moral virtues, the reduction of suffering, and the importance of fairness, all militate against our use of animals.

Sumner, L. W. ‘Animal Welfare and Animal Rights’. Journal of Medicine and Philosophy, no. 13 (1988), pp. 159-[].

Presents a theory based on rule utilitarianism that provides rights-type protection for animal interests as a general matter, but allows these interests to be sacrificed for consequential reasons in certain circumstances.

Religion

Kapleau, Philip. To Cherish All Life. Rochester, NY: Zen Center, 1981.

A Buddhist view of animal slaughter and meat eating, by an eminent American Buddhist. 

Linzey, Andew. Christianity and the Rights of Animals. 1987.

Focus on Christianity, which has historically taken a particularly negative attitude toward according moral significance to animal interests.

Regan, Tom (ed.) Animal Sacrifices: Religious Perspectives on the Use of Animals in Science. 1986.

A compilation on animal use by theologians from different religious traditions.

Scully, Matthew. Dominion: The Power of Man, the Suffering of Animals, and the Call to Mercy. 2002.

[Singer]

Scientific Issues

Clark, Stephen. The Nature of the Beast. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983.

A philosopher looks at what we know about the nature of animals. 

Dawkins, Marian Stamp. Animal Suffering: The Science of Animal Welfare. London: Chapman and Hall, 1980. 

How animal welfare can be scientifically assessed.

DeGrazia, David. Taking Animals Seriously: Mental Life and Moral Status.

Explores animal rights in connection to animal cognition and philosophy of mind.

Rachels, James. Created from Animals: The Moral Implications of Darwinism. 1990.

Emphasizes the importance of modern science in assessing our moral obligations to animals.

Rodd, Rosemary. Biology, Ethics, and Animals. 1990.

Emphasizes the importance of modern science in assessing our moral obligations to animals.

Rollin, Beranrd E. Animal Rights and Human Morality. 1992.

Emphasizes the importance of modern science in assessing our moral obligations to animals.

Wood-Gush, D. M., Dawkins, M. & Ewbank, R. (eds.) Self-Awareness in Domesticated Animals. Potters Bar: Universities Federation of Animal Welfare, 1981.

This collection is aimed at the more scientific reader.

